
Inspection of The Battersea Nursery 
And Pre-School Academy
Unit A3, 5 Riverlight Quay, London SW11 8DX

Inspection date: 8 December 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Staff are friendly and interact warmly with children at this nursery. They provide 
children with comfort and reassurance. Children show they feel safe and secure. 
They play excitedly and interact well with their key persons. Staff encourage 
children's independence skills from the moment they arrive. Children are supported 
to safely walk up the staircase to reach their classroom, where they independently 
take off their coats.

Staff plan interesting activities to support the curriculum. This includes plenty of 
opportunities for children's messy play, creative arts and sensory exploration. Staff 
have high expectations for what they want children to learn. For example, babies 
develop strong hand muscles and coordination as they have a go at mixing and 
stirring using simple cooking utensils. 

Babies are happy and enjoy the cuddles they receive from staff. Staff ensure babies 
have plenty of opportunities for uninterrupted exploration. In addition, staff plan a 
variety of activities that promote baby's speech, small muscle development and 
coordination.

Overall, children enjoy being together and show they feel at home. Staff expect 
children to behave well and support their turn taking skills. Older children immerse 
themselves in imaginary role play. Younger children busily help themselves to toys 
and resources for their play. 
 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Across the nursery, staff promote children's language and communication skills 
well. Staff engage older children in conversations linked to their individual 
experiences. This helps promote their ability to accurately recall present and 
past events. Staff encourage babies to echo the names of toys, objects and 
colours. Babies learn to move from gesturing to using intentional speech. 

n Children benefit from good support to understand how to develop their social 
skills. Staff model and encourage politeness and good behaviour. Children form 
close friendships and learn to play cooperatively. Staff communicate well with 
each other to provide consistent support for individual children to learn to 
understand and regulate their emotions.

n Staff support children's early literacy appropriately. They encourage babies to 
make marks and dab coloured paint on large paper. Staff read books to children, 
which helps them develop a love of reading. Young children enjoy the 
opportunities to snuggle close with staff to listen to their choice of stories. 

n Children have some opportunities to think and solve problems. For example, 
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staff give older children time to think about what they need to do to prevent 
their feet from getting wet when they go ice skating. Despite this, not all staff 
implement sufficient challenge for older children's planned activities and 
learning. Consequently, at times, not all older children engage fully with the 
activities. This does not help them to reach their full potential. 

n Staff embed the nursery routines effectively. They sing rhymes to support 
children's understanding and to facilitate smooth transitions throughout the day. 
Consequently, children end their activities amicably. They know when it is time 
to prepare for lunch, eat, rest and play.

n Staff are vigilant and supervise children well. They complete routine risk 
assessments to address hazards and ensure children's play is safe. Children 
know they must line up before accessing or returning from the outdoors. Staff 
promote children's good agility, balance and large muscle movements as they 
play chase games during outdoor play. However, children do not learn to take 
and manage appropriate risks to extend their learning. Staff do not plan or 
create opportunities for children's risky play. 

n Staff work in communicative partnership with parents. They share information 
about children's learning and development needs. They upload photographs and 
information on an online platform for parents and provide daily feedback. 
Parents are pleased with their children's overall experience at the nursery. They 
feel their children build good relationships and staff are kind and caring.

n Managers have high expectations of all staff and are very supportive. There is a 
strong team feel among staff. Staff can access regular professional development 
training. New staff complete their induction which includes their familiarisation 
with the nursery's policies. Despite this, not all staff demonstrate a secure 
understanding of all the nurseries polices in the way that senior leaders have 
intended. In particular, the updating of visitor's registers. Therefore, at times, 
record keeping does not correctly reflect the periods when visitors are at the 
premises.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff have a good understanding of safeguarding and have up-to-date safeguarding 
knowledge. They attend regular training and understand their duty to report or log 
concerns. Staff know what signs and symptoms of abuse to look out for. They 
discuss these confidently and describe how they would report to their designated 
safeguarding lead or take concerns further, such as to outside agencies, if 
necessary. Staff implement appropriate procedures to monitor and manage 
accidents, injuries and concerns about children's welfare. Staff and leaders ensure 
non-vetted persons do not have unsupervised access to children.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:
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n provide support for staff working with older children so they implement sufficient 
challenge within their planned activities to extend children's learning

n create opportunities for children to learn to manage appropriate risks as they 
play

n strengthen the system for sharing the nursery's policies with staff so they all 
demonstrate a secure understanding of procedures, in particular, visitors 
registers, so they accurately reflect the periods when visitors are at the 
premises. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY550531

Local authority Wandsworth

Inspection number 10320626

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 5

Total number of places 74

Number of children on roll 40

Name of registered person Busy Bees Nurseries Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP900821

Telephone number 01543 678593

Date of previous inspection 26 September 2019

Information about this early years setting

The Battersea Nursery And Pre-School Academy registered in 2016. It is located in 
Battersea in the London Borough of Wandsworth. The nursery is open on Monday 
to Friday from 7.30am to 6.30pm, all year round, and is closed on public bank 
holidays. There are 13 staff, including the manager, nine of whom hold appropriate 
early years qualifications. This includes two staff members who hold qualified 
teacher status. The nursery receives funding for free early years education for 
children aged three and four years.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Olivia Awolola
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The manager and inspector completed a learning walk to gather information 
about how the provision and curriculum are organised.

n The inspector spoke with the assistant area director, the divisional quality adviser 
and manager about the training and support they provide and how this improves 
staff's understanding and practice. 

n Parents shared their views which were considered by the inspector. 
n The inspector spoke to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 

account of their views. 
n The inspector observed interactions between the staff and the children during 

the inspection.
n The inspector reviewed a sample of documentation, including the suitability of 

staff and first-aid qualifications.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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