
Inspection of Busy Bees Day Nursery 
at Warton
BAE Systems, Rake Lane, Warton, Preston PR4 1AS

Inspection date: 25 March 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Leaders understand the impact that the COVID-19 pandemic has had on children's 
emotional well-being. Bespoke settling-in sessions are carefully tailored to 
children's needs,  and key persons are allocated in accordance with children's 
preferences. This helps children to settle quickly and contributes towards the 
special bonds that they form with their key person. Children are very happy and 
settled at the nursery. They clearly understand the expectations for behaviour. For 
example, babies willingly swap resources with their peers during water play. 
Younger children are careful not to bump into others when riding a bike outdoors.

Leaders and staff create an ambitious curriculum that focuses on what children 
know and enjoy. Babies explore materials, such as water, using their senses. They 
listen to stories that they enjoy and recall the sounds that a monkey makes when 
looking at the pictures. Younger children develop good balance when riding a bike. 
They negotiate space successfully and demonstrate an understanding of different 
mathematical concepts, such as speed. Older children are imaginative. They have a 
good understanding of different occupations and build with a purpose in mind. For 
example, older children use bricks, stones and logs to create their own 'house'. 
They mix materials, such as soil and grass, to form 'cement'. Children with special 
educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) show confidence to take controlled 
risks. They thoroughly enjoy jumping off low-level equipment and do so safely.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders have significantly reduced the amount of paperwork that staff complete 
to enable them to spend more quality time with the children. This is contributing 
towards staff's excellent knowledge of each child and is used well to shape 
children's ongoing learning experiences.

n The kind and caring staff have high expectations for children's behaviour. They 
teach children to use their 'kind hands' and 'kind feet' during play. Children 
quickly learn what is expected of them. For example, at lunchtime, they wait 
patiently for others to finish eating before they get up from the table. 

n Overall, staff support children's communication and language skills well. Staff 
skilfully support babies who are learning English as an additional language. 
During play with water, staff introduce new words for babies to hear and say, 
including in their home languages. This helps babies to build on their increasing 
range of vocabulary. However, during a bug hunt, staff working with older 
children do not consistently encourage them to think for themselves. 
Additionally, staff do not support children to use more complex language, for 
example to describe the features of objects. This does not help all children to 
extend their good communication and language skills.

n Partnerships with parents are strong. Staff are looking at safe ways to welcome 
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parents back in to the nursery following the easing of the COVID-19 restrictions. 
Staff exchange information with parents about children's care, learning and 
progress. They signpost parents to a range of 'magical experiences that inspire 
learning', to build on children's skills at home. Parents say that, 'Children receive 
the care and experiences that help them to grow and flourish'.

n Staff encourage children to develop a love for books and reading. They select 
books that they know children will enjoy. Babies take interest in the illustrations 
and help to turn the pages. Older children show confidence to join in with the 
repeated phrases from familiar stories that they enjoy. 

n Children with SEND receive the early help and support that they need. Staff 
work together with parents and other professionals to identify and target 
support, to help close any gaps in children's learning. Children with SEND 
willingly engage in the wider range of small-group sessions that staff provide. 
They are developing increasing confidence to engage with their peers and to 
seek comfort and support from any member of staff across the nursery.

n Staff make good use of any funding. They source books and resources that are 
carefully linked to children's specific family circumstances. This is helping to 
broaden children's awareness of diversity, including what connects them to and 
distinguishes them from others. Children are genuinely respectful individuals.

n Leaders ensure that staff undergo regular supervision sessions to monitor their 
performance. However, the targets set at each supervision meeting do not 
precisely identify what it is that staff need to do to enhance their teaching 
practice further. This does not help to raise outcomes for children to the very 
highest levels.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Leaders promote a culture of safeguarding across the nursery. They ensure that 
staff are well trained and have access to a wide array of safeguarding information 
within the nursery. Daily safeguarding questions and the completion of various 
safeguarding scenarios help staff to keep their knowledge up to date. Staff are 
alert to the indicators of abuse. They know the procedures that they need to take 
to protect children's welfare, including if they have any concerns about the conduct 
of a colleague. Staff are deployed well to respond to any accidents or emergencies. 
They use effective systems, such as a sand timer, to monitor children's screen 
time. This contributes towards children's ongoing good health.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n extend ways for older children to develop their creative thinking skills and use 
more complex language, to help them make the very best possible progress in 
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their communication and language development
n strengthen the established performance management systems and identify 

precise targets that focus intently on enhancing staff's good teaching practice, to 
help raise outcomes for children to an outstanding level.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 309505

Local authority Lancashire

Inspection number 10109617

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 0 to 4

Total number of places 30

Number of children on roll 46

Name of registered person Busy Bees Nurseries Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP900821

Telephone number 01772 855 687

Date of previous inspection 9 January 2015

Information about this early years setting

Busy Bees Day Nursery at Warton registered in 1993 and is situated in a purpose-
built premises within the BAE Systems site in Warton. The nursery is managed by 
Busy Bees Nurseries Limited. The nursery employs nine members of childcare staff. 
Of these, seven hold appropriate early years qualifications at levels 2, 3 and 6. The 
nursery is open Monday to Friday, from 7.30am to 6pm, for 51 weeks of the year, 
excluding bank holidays. It provides funded early education for two-, three- and 
four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Charlotte Bowe
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection that the provider received since the COVID-
19 pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with 
the manager and has taken that into account in the evaluation of the nursery.

n The manager led the inspector on a learning walk to show how the nursery is 
organised and to share information about the intent for the early years 
curriculum.

n A planned activity was jointly evaluated by the inspector and the manager.
n The inspector held discussions with the staff and children at appropriate times 

during the inspection. She held a separate meeting with the manager, the area 
manager and the quality manager to discuss aspects of leadership and 
management.

n A sample of documents were viewed by the inspector, including evidence of the 
suitability of staff, a record of staff qualifications and training and some of the 
policies and procedures. 

n The inspector took account of the views of parents.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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