
Inspection of Busy Bees at Sandy
7 Medusa Way, Sandy, Bedfordshire SG19 1TH

Inspection date: 14 March 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children enjoy the time they spend at this warm and welcoming nursery. They 
form strong relationships with staff and demonstrate that they are emotionally 
secure. Children show that they feel comfortable as they welcome staff's 
interaction in their play. They make independent choices of where and what they 
would like to play with. Children benefit from a language-rich environment. Babies' 
attention is immediately captured as staff sing songs with such enthusiasm. They 
make songs come alive with props, such as soft toy animals. This motivates babies 
to name animals and copy sounds. Younger children solve problems and develop 
critical-thinking skills. They enjoy filling and emptying different-sized containers 
with water and use their imagination to pretend that they are washing up.

Children have a positive attitude towards learning. Older children are confident and 
very inquisitive individuals. They are keen to find out information, as they ask 
visitors and staff many questions. Children develop good independent skills in 
readiness for school. They put on their own coats, eagerly help to clear away when 
they have finished lunch and successfully manage their own personal needs. 
Children express a keen interest in writing. Staff provide them with a good level of 
challenge to experiment making meaningful marks using different media. Some 
children can write their name and know the sounds of letters.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The dedicated and passionate manager has implemented many positive 
improvements since being appointed. She is highly reflective and has ambitious 
plans to develop the nursery further. The views of parents, staff and children are 
actively sought and thoroughly taken into consideration.

n Staff share the same vision for all children, regardless of their starting points. 
Support for children who have special educational needs and/or disabilities is 
strong. Additional needs for children are identified and responded to in a timely 
manner, using external agencies where necessary. As a result, all children make 
good progress, and any gaps are identified and addressed effectively.

n Staff create a sequenced curriculum that incorporates children's evolving 
interests. They know the children they care for well and what they need to learn 
next to support them to make good progress. However, some staff do not 
always implement a highly engaging environment to fully support children's 
engagement. At these times, children do not express a strong interest in the 
activities and experiences that staff provide. This means their learning and 
development needs are not consistently met.

n Partnership with parents is strong. They are fully involved in every aspect of 
their children's life at nursery. Staff provide parents with a wealth of information 
to keep them fully informed of their children's progress and care they have 
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received. Parents are overwhelmingly positive about the nursery. They say that 
their children talk fondly about staff when at home. Parents appreciate the safe 
and nurturing approach that staff provide, helping children settle well and build 
strong bonds with them. 

n Overall, children behave well. Older children demonstrate a good understanding 
of their own and other's emotions. They are beginning to regulate their own 
behaviour and build strong friendly relationships with each other. For instance, 
during their chosen play, they listen and respect each other's ideas. Babies learn 
to value each other's space from an early age and staff sensitively support them 
to share resources. Staff step in when they see younger children's unwanted 
behaviour. However, they do not always help children to understand the reasons 
why some behaviour is not appropriate towards others.

n Staff support children to have a strong understanding of a healthy lifestyle. 
Children enjoy lots of exercise and fresh air outdoors throughout the day. Older 
children build strength and stamina as they eagerly participate in yoga sessions. 
Babies crawl through tunnels and develop good control and coordination as they 
handle balls. 

n Staff supervision is effective. The manager regularly conducts observations of 
staff practice. Staff benefit from visits to sister settings and complete training 
that is targeted at meeting the needs of individual staff and children. The 
manager places a high priority on supporting staff's well-being.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager ensures that staff undertake safeguarding training and provides 
regular support to help staff understand their duties in relation to safeguarding. 
Staff are very knowledgeable about how to keep children safe. This includes the 
broader aspects of safeguarding, such as female genital mutilation and the 
'Prevent' duty. Staff know the signs to look out for in children and their wider 
families. They know what to do if they have a concern about a child's safety and 
well-being. Additionally, staff know what to do if they have a concern about a 
colleague's conduct. The manager follows robust recruitment procedures to ensure 
that staff are suitable to work with children. She also conducts regular checks to 
ensure their ongoing suitability.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n consistently provide all children with a highly stimulating environment that 
reflects their interests and fully supports their engagement and learning needs

n support children to gain a better understanding of the impact their behaviour 
may have on others.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 219271

Local authority Central Bedfordshire

Inspection number 10243956

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 70

Number of children on roll 126

Name of registered person Busy Bees Nurseries Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP900821

Telephone number 01767 683 602

Date of previous inspection 18 August 2017

Information about this early years setting

Busy Bees at Sandy registered in 2017. The setting is open from 7am until 6pm, 
Monday to Friday, all year round, except for bank holidays. There are 21 staff 
members who work directly with the children; of these, two hold qualified teacher 
status and eight hold relevant childcare qualifications at level 3 or above. The 
setting provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Lorraine Pike
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in her evaluation of the setting.

n The inspector, manager and deputy manager completed a learning walk across 
all the areas of the setting to understand how the curriculum is organised.

n A joint observation of an activity was carried out by the inspector and deputy 
manager. The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities indoors 
and outdoors. She assessed the impact this has on children's learning. 

n The inspector held a number of discussions with staff and children at 
appropriate times during the inspection.

n The inspector held a meeting with the manager and deputy manager. She 
looked at relevant documentation, such as evidence of the suitability of staff 
working in the setting.

n The inspector took account of the views of parents spoken to on the day and 
their written feedback. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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