
Inspection of Bramleys Day Nursery 
And Nursery School
Masons Court, Wantage OX12 8TP

Inspection date: 6 October 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

The manager plans the curriculum that children follow and shares this with staff. 
Staff focus on helping children to become sociable, and as they get older, to gain 
the skills that they need for when they go to school. Overall, staff know how to 
promote children's learning and follow what interests them most. For example, 
when children find a caterpillar and want to study it and learn more about it, staff 
actively encourage this. Staff observe children and monitor their development 
effectively. All staff know children well and understand what they need to learn 
next. Consequently, they have good levels of challenge and this helps to motivate 
them. Staff know how to manage children's behaviour positively. They create a 
calm and warm environment where children learn through praise and support to 
understand their emotions and feelings.

Children stay in their peer groups as they progress through the nursery rooms. This 
helps them to develop close relationships with each other. Older children have firm 
friendships and play together well, showing concern and fondness for each other. 
Staff understand that when babies are new to the setting, some find it difficult to 
separate from their parents. When babies are upset and crying, staff are highly 
attentive to them and offer plenty of comfort and reassurance. This helps them to 
settle and enjoy their time at nursery. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff successfully support children with special educational needs and/or 
disabilities. They develop well-understood plans along with other professionals to 
help shape the curriculum, focusing on any areas where children need extra 
help. As a result, children with special educational needs and/or disability are 
making good progress.

n Children's physical development is particularly good, and there is a wide range of 
opportunities for them to test out what their bodies can do. Older children take 
great pleasure in completing an assault course in the garden. Babies move 
around the room, tentatively holding on to furniture as they learn to walk. 
Children enjoy eating the runner beans they have grown in the garden and 
learning about why some other vegetables did not grow successfully. This 
increases their awareness of healthy eating and the components that help them 
to grow too. 

n Staff support children's emerging communication and language skills well. They 
understand the importance of not only modelling language through talking with 
children but also spending time listening to what children have to say. This 
teaches children that what they say is important and it increases their desire to 
talk. 

n In the toddler room, during lunchtime preparations, staff do not deliver the 
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curriculum consistently well. Staff tend to contain children on the mat area and 
give them lots of verbal directions. Some children become distracted and do not 
engage or seem to know what staff expect from them during this time. 

n Children are curious and inquisitive. Older children ask questions and show great 
interest in the world around them. Babies show their confidence as they crawl 
around the room under the reassuring supervision of staff who care for them.

n Staff do things for children that they are capable of doing for themselves. For 
example, staff lift them up steps they can easily climb, put aprons on for them 
and hold them to wash their hands under the tap. Staff know it is important for 
children to develop independence and this is part of the curriculum intent. 
However, delivery of this aspect of the curriculum is inconsistent. 

n Movement of key persons into different rooms means that children sometimes 
miss out on having daily contact with their special person to help boost their 
sense of security.

n Staff exchange information with parents and gain their views using an electronic 
application. Children take home a cuddly toy bee and families share photographs 
and stories about the bee's time spent with children. This helps staff get to know 
more about children and learn about their experiences away from the nursery.

n Staff say they have a great deal of support from the leaders and manager. They 
feel there is investment in their future career and focus on supporting their good 
mental health. In turn, this creates a happy and committed staff team. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There are extensive measures in place to ensure that the nursery is safe and 
secure. Staff conduct regular risk assessments. This helps children to play in a 
setting that offers them opportunities to experience risk and challenge but is 
suitable for their young age. Staff are vigilant at mealtimes. They ensure that they 
monitor children closely and provide meals that are prepared suitably for their age 
and stage of development to reduce the risk of choking. Staff know the signs and 
symptoms that indicate children are at risk of harm and know what action to take 
to refer any concerns for children's welfare to relevant safeguarding partners. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n review the routine of the day so that the curriculum is successfully delivered 
throughout and children have consistently meaningful learning experiences

n embed the curriculum so staff are more confident in supporting children to gain 
independence

n apply a more consistent approach to the deployment of key persons to help 
children to benefit from better continuity when developing these relationships. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY551925

Local authority Oxfordshire 

Inspection number 10310885

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 102

Number of children on roll 116

Name of registered person Busy Bees Nurseries Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP900821

Telephone number 01235 833325

Date of previous inspection 25 November 2019

Information about this early years setting

Bramleys Day Nursery and Nursery School registered in 2017. It is situated in 
Ardington, Oxfordshire. It is open from 7.30am to 6pm on Monday to Friday, 
throughout the year. There are 27 members of staff and 19 hold recognised 
childcare qualifications at level 2 and above. The provider is in receipt of funding to 
provide free early education for children aged three and four years.

Information about this inspection

Inspectors
Hayley Marshall-Gowen
Nicky Butler
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspectors discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The inspectors discussed the intent of the curriculum and observed its 
implementation during activities indoors and outdoors and assessed the impact 
this has on children's learning.

n A joint observation was completed and discussed with the manager. 
n During the inspection, the inspectors held a meeting with the manager and the 

provider. They looked at relevant documentation, such as evidence of the 
suitability of staff working in the nursery.

n The inspectors spoke with staff and children at suitable times throughout the 
inspection. 

n Parents were invited to share their views with the inspectors. Several parents 
discussed their views during the inspection and the inspectors took account of all 
feedback received.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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